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HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 33, | was unable to be present for the
vote on H.R. 357. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

———

IN CELEBRATION OF JOHN
BLANKENSHIP’S RETIREMENT

HON. RANDY K. WEBER, SR.

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, to celebrate the retirement of John Lee
Blankenship. For the past 43 years, Mr.
Blankenship has made it his life’s work to pro-
tect and serve the citizens of Brazoria County.
In February 1971, John Blankenship enrolled
in the Angleton Police Department Academy
because several of his friends were officers.
Six months later, John graduated from the
Academy and joined the ranks of the Angleton
Police Department. John’s sense of duty did
not stop with the Angleton PD; he also joined
and became a member of the Angleton Volun-
teer Fire Department.

As years went by, John’s dedication en-
abled him to move up the ranks to become
Criminal Investigator for the Brazoria County
District Attorney’s office in 1984. Nine years
later, John was again promoted, this time to
Chief Investigator. Throughout his career,
John had received numerous recognitions for
his achievements in law enforcement. In 1983,
he was awarded the Investigator of the Year
Award by Brazoria County Sheriffs Depart-
ment. In 2001, John was named an Officer of
the Year Finalist by the 100 Club of Brazoria
County. Most recently, in 2013, John was
awarded the Chuck Dennis Memorial Award,
Prosecutor Investigator by the Texas District
and County Attorney’s Association.

While retirement may take some getting
used to, John and his wife of 44 years,
Maggie, have plans to take an Alaskan Cruise,
as well as a road trip in his motorhome to var-
ious destinations throughout the United States.
It is my great hope that you will enjoy retire-
ment with your darling wife, two beautiful chil-
dren, Mindy and Chara, and their families in-
cluding your four wonderful grandchildren.
Thank you, John, for your 43 years of service.
Your commitment and dedication to God, fam-
ily, the citizens of Brazoria County, and the
great State of Texas has been unparalleled
and for that we recognize you today on the
floor of the 113th Congress.

———

VIEWS ON FARM BILL SECTION
12313

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker,
last week, the House agreed to the con-
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ference report on H.R. 2642, the Farm Bill.
Section 12313 of this legislation addresses an
issue that should not go unnoticed, and |
would like to make its intent clear.

In the 112th Congress, the House passed
H.R. 2541, the Silviculture Regulatory Consist-
ency Act, introduced by Representative HER-
RERA BEUTLER. The stated intent of this legis-
lation was to return Clean Water Act permit-
ting of silvicultural operations around forest
roads to the same standards that applied be-
fore recent court decisions created uncertainty
about which standards should be used. Before
court actions, a Clean Water Act permit was
not required for nursery operations, site prepa-
ration, reforestation and subsequent cultural
treatment, thinning, prescribed burning, pest
and fire control, harvesting operations, surface
drainage, or road use, construction, and main-
tenance. Permits were only required for activi-
ties that involved rock crushing, gravel wash-
ing, log sawing and log storage. That standard
has worked for many years, and | support
continuing that standard.

However, as originally written, H.R. 2541
could have created legal ambiguity on what
should be covered with a Clean Water Act
permit. | introduced an amendment to H.R.
2541 in the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee clarifying that activities exempt
from permitting are limited to the silvicultural
activities specified in the bill, and not all sil-
vicultural activities. The language | sponsored
and set forth as an amendment of this bill is
generally the same as that in Section 12313 of
the Farm Bill. Thankfully, the Farm Bill ad-
dresses this issue without ambiguity. Put sim-
ply, those activities which required a Clean
Water Act permit in the past should continue
to do so. Those which did not should continue
to be exempt.

| appreciate Representative = HERRERA
BEUTLER’s efforts on this issue and | am
pleased that this issue has been addressed
without ambiguity.

—————

HONORING PORT RICHMOND ON
PATROL “PROP” ON THEIR 25TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
ask that my colleagues join me in recognizing
the Port Richmond On Patrol, better known as
“PROP,” as it celebrates 25 years as a town
watch and civic organization in the City of
Philadelphia.

In 1988, in the wake of the Sean Daily mur-
der that rocked the close knit blue collar
neighborhood of Port Richmond when a 17
year old local teenager was beaten and killed
by another group of teens, a handful of neigh-
bors sprung into action to keep their neighbor-
hood safe.

Three women were instrumental in the birth
of PROP: Phyllis Hackimer, Helene LaBenz,
and Jackie Saier. These women were involved
from the very beginning, working to keep their
neighborhood and their kids safe and secure
the streets of Port Richmond. PROP
Townwatch started out at Phyllis’ kitchen table
with coffee and pound cake. The first meeting
drew hundreds of people wanting to be the
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eyes and ears of Port Richmond in the 24th
Police District.

Through the years, PROP patrolled the
streets of Port Richmond every Friday and
Saturday night, both in personal vehicles and
even on foot patrol, and then initiated the
“Eyes and Ears on Your Block” program that
invited neighbors to look around and hear
what's happening on their block and street
and encouraged them to report suspicious be-
havior.

Hackimer and LaBenz have shared a stoop
on Port Richmond’s 3600 Gaul Street for dec-
ades and raised their kids alongside one an-
other as next door neighbors and friends.
Saier, who lives at Almond and Westmoreland
Streets, is a walking encyclopedia of Port
Richmond history and family ancestry and can
usually be found on her porch watching over
A&W playground.

PROP has always put the betterment, safe-
ty, and security of Port Richmond as their goal
and mission statement and have consistently
worked hand and hand with the Captain and
Police Officers of the 24th Police District.

PROP was also one of the first town watch-
es in the City of Philadelphia to embrace and
participate in the National Night Out Program,
which they still help organize every August in
a citywide event. Furthermore, PROP is a
proud ally of Operation Town Watch, an orga-
nization dedicated to the development and
promotion of organized law enforcement-affili-
ated crime and drug prevention programs.
Members include: Neighborhood, Crime, Com-
munity, Town and Block Watch Groups; law
enforcement agencies; state and regional
crime prevention associations; and a variety of
businesses, civic groups and concerned indi-
viduals working to make their communities
safer places in which to live and work.

HONORING JEFFREY CHEATHAM

HON. MARK SANFORD

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and remember Jeffrey Cheatham, who
died on October 3, 2013, at the age of 51. His
mother and my friend, Patricia McVay, tells
me that his life was full of adventure and love,
and he will be missed by many. As | thought
about how challenging this time is for Jeff's
family and friends, a few thoughts struck me.

First, | couldn’t help but think of the parable
of the talents, and how that story reminds us
that we ought to make the most out of what
we are given each and every day. The parable
describes a master who traveled away and left
his money with his servants. Upon his return,
he discovers that two of his servants invested
and doubled the value of their portions, while
one servant hid the money and protected it.
The master rewarded the two who made the
most of their time and his wealth, and pun-
ished the one who didn’'t take advantage of
the opportunity. The bigger picture here is
simple—we all have limited time, and we have
to make the most out of what we are given.

| think Jeff's approach to life and those
around him is a good example of that. From
what I've been told, Jeff lived a life that was
truly in service to others, and he made the
most out of his time. His good attitude, jokes
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